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Residents Push Back on Milk Producers’ 

375 Unit Residential Project in N. Laurel 

by  Ricardo Whitaker 

Guilford Gazette 

 
 Over 120 Howard County residents came 

out last week to the Maryland Housing  Cen-

ter on Market Street in Maple Lawn to the 

presubmission hearing on plans of a large 

property owner to convert part of their land 

to a housing development in Laurel, Mary-

land. 
 The Maryland and Virginia Milk Produc-

ers, located at 8105 Derby Drive in Laurel, is 

looking to build approximately 375 residen-

tial units. 
 According to the letter sent out to the resi-

dents in the area by Benchmark Engineering, 

the firm hired by the property owner, the 

development calls for single-family detached 

and single-family attached units. 
 David Thompson, a project engineer, rep-

resented Benchmark Engineering and the 

interests of the property owner. William E. 

Erskine, a lawyer at the law firm Offit Kur-

man facilitated the meeting as a legal repre-

sentative of the land owners. 

 Impatience was the general mood of the 

residents in attendance. Erskine made sev-

eral requests for calm and order so that those 

in the group with relevant questions could 

get the answers they sought. 
 The major concerns voiced repeatedly by 

residents dealt with school overcrowding, 

traffic safety, traffic congestion, conserva-

tion, and quality of life issues. There was a 

resounding call to walk back the project. 

 One resident called for a show of hands of 

those who want the project to cease. Erskine 

balked at the request explaining that the 

meeting is set only to discuss the plans and 

process. 
 The development project falls within 

Council District 3. That seat is coming avail-

able next year as the current councilmember, 

Jen Terrasa, is prohibited by term limits 

from seeking another term. 
 Terrasa and and all of the District 3 candi-

dates were in attendance at the meeting. 

Some voters are advocating that significant 

pressure be placed on the present council and 

(RESIDENTS continued on page 6) 

Serving:  Savage, Kings Contrivance, North Laurel, Jessup, and Guilford 

Weekly Refresher 
                               

“You don’t have to 

know the second the-

ory of thermodynam-

ics in physics to serve. 

You only need a heart 

full of grace. A soul 

generated by love.” 

- ML King, Jr.  

 

Text “Guilford” to 22828 

for news updates & compli-

mentary Guilford Gazette 

David Thompson with Benchmark Engineering, far left, and William E. Erskine, lawyer with Offit 

Kurman, standing forward, addressing a sometimes contentious group from Fulton and North Lau-

rel gathered to contest more housing in an increasingly congested area of Howard County.  
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In Jessup and Elkridge the feistiest residents both fought for what they believed they deserved. Each wanted High 

School #13 in their backyards. So far, Jessup is on top in that fight. Now a drug treatment facility is scheduled to 

move forward in a space in Elkridge. Residents are already screaming ‗insult to injury.‘ But, if they want to fight 

the influx of residential drug abusers, they have the wherewithal to fight. 

 
Down the road a bit, Guilford and Kings Contrivance are pushing to stop or modify a proposed storage facility that 

would interfere with the peace of a park and trail right off of Guilford Road. The residents do not want it, so a spe-

cial hearing was held with County Executive Allan Kittleman spearheading and attending that meeting. 

 
Over in Savage there is a fight that has been brewing for some time now about adding an assumed out-of-place 

commercial area to this idyllic and historic bedroom community. 

 
Meanwhile, the council seat in District 3 is wide open because Jen Terrasa, the current councilmember there can-

not run for reelection due to term limits. She has other political aspirations. 

 
The folks in District 3 are making plenty of noise and the candidates are following the meetings and trying to show 

that they care about these issues by showing up. Some speak out in the meetings while others join the Facebook 

groups making their positions and allegiances clear. 

 
But it all seems that this is the year of the vocal and active community. These days, residents do not seem content 

to simply allow government to make decisions on their behalf. The days of bobble head community compliance 

seems to be on the wane — at least for now. 

 
If this trend continues, truly, the elected officials who represent District 3 now and in the future will become ac-

countable to the electorate. 

 
These new movers and shakers should be applauded for galvanizing members of their respective communities for 

not only voicing their concerns, but in some cases demanding action that lines up with the desires of the majority 

community. 

 
Volunteerism and civic leadership bites deeply into free time and also time that is not so free. So many people in 

these communities are attending neighborhood meetings, school board and county council meetings. They are 

writing letters, involving the press, establishing issue-oriented social networks, buying signs, forwarding petitions 

and so much more. 

 

In some cases, reputations are at stake. To these community pioneers it seems that the risks are worthwhile. 

 
I say hooray to those who stand up, but I encourage the activism to continue when the fires die down, lest the 

hoodwinking return with a vengeance. 

 

Ricardo L. Whitaker 
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Youth 

by Ricardo Whitaker 

Guilford Gazette  

  
 Isaac Allen is 14 years old and a 

freshman at Reservoir High School 

in Fulton, Maryland. When his friend 

Xavier Young was gunned down be-

hind the Whiskey Bottom Shopping 

Center in North Laurel in late 2017, 

he knew he had to take a stand to 

make a difference in the lives of 

youth like him. 
 Young was killed in a ―drug deal 

that went wrong,‖ according to Al-

len. The Baltimore Sun reported that 

three teens were arrested and charged 

as adults in the killing of Young, who 

was shot in the head and died at 

Johns Hopkins Hospital on October 

30, 2017. 
 Like Allen, Young was only 14 

years old. 
 Allen is calling for ―less gun vio-

lence and more resolving of issues 

without fighting.‖ His course of ac-

tion is basketball. 
 Last week, the Youth Council of 

the local Howard County NAACP 

put on its 1st Annual Hoopin‘ for 

Teen Health 3-on-3 Co-Ed Charity 

Basketball Tournament at Wilde 

Lake High School. 
 Allen is the 2nd Vice President of 

the Youth Council. In his quest to get 

teens engaged and raise money to 

support teen health he and his volun-

teers engaged the broader community 

for support. He connected with Har-

ris Teeter, Weiss, Howard County 

Police Department, Next Generation 

Leadership Academy, It Takes a Vil-

lage Inc., Voices for Change, Teen 

Club, The Council of Elders, Pros-

pect Believe, and Reservoir High 

School Alpha Achievers. 
 Allen is pushing for Howard 

County to invest more in the youth. 

―We are the richest county in Mary-

land and we should [be a] better role 

model,‖ he said. 
 He has a heart for people, including 

the homeless. Allen explained that 

the Youth Council feeds the home-

less twice per year, but more is 

needed. He wants county government 

more involved with the homeless and 

(FRESHMAN continued on page 6) 

High School Freshman Working for Peace in Howard 

Fourteen-year-old Reservoir High School freshman Isaac Allen wants an end to senseless murders, homelessness and other 

Howard County maladies. He wants young people to resolve their differences and he is calling for the government to help. 
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the candidates to stop the develop-

ment in its tracks. 
 There was a call from one resident 

to wait for the construction of High 

School #13. Based on the number of 

proposed units to be built, one per-

son estimated 400 new children 

would be moving to the area causing 

more overcrowding. Schools primar-

ily impacted would probably be 

Hammond Elementary, Hammond 

Middle, and Atholton High School. 
 A new Howard County law limits 

school overcapacity at 115%, but as 

one resident pointed out, with Er-

skine conceding, the law does not go 

into effect for 16 months, so if the 

project is approved quickly, the new 

law would not apply. 
 T he land in question is zoned resi-

dential and mixed use, but according 

to Thompson, the owners are only 

building residential. It should be ob-

served that the owners are not using 

all of their available land for this 

residential project, which means 

there is no restriction on mixed use 

construction at a later time. 
 The present use of the land is 

solely commercial. The company 

there processes milk. The operating 

plant is north of the proposed resi-

dential plan. 
 Areas affected by the plan and of 

great concern to residents are 

Leishear Road, Gorman Road, 

Murray Hill Road, Deep Skies Drive, 

Skylark Boulevard, and several other 

roads. 
 According to Thompson, the pro-

ject is 40 units under maximum den-

sity.  The units planned are between 

6,000 and 8,400 square feet, with 

allowance for some moderately-

priced units, but no low-income 

units. 

 One resident made a claim for the 

protection of the bald eagle. He said 

he took pictures of some near the 

property. Thompson said that a full 

environmental study was done. A 

traffic impact study is planned. 
 According to Thompson, only three 

of 87 existing trees are being re-

moved and recreation facilities, still 

undetermined, would be created for 

the area. 
 Presubmission meetings in Howard 

County are designed to present 

plans, answer questions, and review 

and consider recommendations from 

the public.  
 There is a regulatory process that 

requires further legal and technical 

reviews before a proposed construc-

tion project can be approved by gov-

ernment.  
 The process can potentially take 

several years to complete before con-

struction begins. 

(RESIDENTS Continued from page 1) 

the plight of the youth. He said, ―The 

County should use money for some-

thing different, including better 

school programs and programs for 

feeding the poor.‖ 
 The basketball competition was not 

the big success he had hoped for, but 

Allen was undaunted. ―It kind of met 

my expectation considering it‘s the 

first one.‖ The next event is set for 

April 28th. If all goes according to 

plan, there will be a third event for 

the championship. 

 The Youth Council is hoping for 

higher participation from ball players 

and spectators. There is a nominal 

fee to play and to attend. 
 Allen took time out from the event 

to chat with the Guilford Gazette. He 

came across as a young man with a 

passion for civic responsibility. He 

plans to take up a position as the 

president of the Youth Council next 

year. He is also a member of the Na-

tional Society of Black Engineers 

that meets locally at the Savage Li-

brary. 
 According to Richard Butler, Jr., 

an advisor at NSBE, Allen got the 

attention of a dean at North Carolina 

A&T at an engineering competition 

in Pittsburgh. The school is offering 

Allen a scholarship to attend the 

school. 
 As for the tournament, which is 

Allen‘s present concern, he said, 

―We need more teams and more 

[spectators] to come out and watch.‖ 

 To get more information on the 

event and to learn more about the 

NAACP Youth Council, visit http://

www.howardcountynaacpyouthcoun

cil.org/. 

(FRESHMAN Continued from page 4) 

Job Referral Assistance Resume Development Assistance Business Consultation 

Job Search Workshops and Seminars Career Assessment and Planning Employment Counseling 

Training Information Veteran Services Youth Services 

GED Assistance Employer Recruitment Job Fairs 

Certified Professional Resume Writers Microsoft Office Software Computer Access & free WIFI 

Job Search topics email blasts Rehabilitation Technology Services Supported employment / job coaching 

Services by Columbia Workforce Center -  7161 Columbia Gateway Drive, Suite D, Columbia, MD 
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Jessup, 20794: ezStorage, 

8200 block of Washington 

Boulevard, Apr. 15 12:15 

p.m. 

Unknown suspect(s) broke 

into a storage unit. It is 

unclear if anything was 

stolen. 

 

Theft from vehicle/

vehicle break-in 

Laurel, 20723: 9400 block 

of Glen Ridge Drive, Apr. 

12-13 overnight, unclear if 

anything was stolen  

8700 block of Teresa Lane, 

Apr. 14-15 overnight, mul-

tiple vehicles: various 

items 

 

Vehicle theft 

Columbia, 21046: 9100 

block of Commerce Center 

Drive, Apr. 13 6:30-9:16 

p.m. 

2003 Infiniti QX4 

Laurel, 20723: 9300 block 

of Cabot Court, Apr. 14 

7:57 a.m. 

Ford F-250, tags 

MD/6BD7450 

 

FRI, APR 13, 2018 

 

Theft from vehicle/

vehicle break-in 

Laurel, 20723: 9600 block 

of Durant Avenue, Apr. 11

-12 overnight, stamps, 

change 

10000 block of Superior 

Avenue, Apr. 11-12 over-

night, iPad 

9600 block of Justin Lane, 

Apr. 12 9:06 p.m., unclear 

if anything was stolen 

Annapolis Junction, 

20701: 8800 block of Cor-

ridor Road, Apr. 12-13 

overnight, tag 

 

THU, APRIL 12, 2018  

 

Commercial burglary 

Fulton, 20759: McAdoo-

dle Consignment, 11800 

block of Scaggsville Road, 

Apr. 10-11 

Unknown suspect(s) at-

tempted to gain entry to the 

store by prying open the 

rear door. No entry was 

gained. 

 

Theft from vehicle 

Laurel, 20723: 9300 block 

of Davis Avenue, Apr. 11 

8:40 a.m., seven vehicles: 

car batteries 

 

WED, APR 11, 2018 

 

Vehicle theft 

(CRIME Cont’d on page 8) 
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HCPD Crime Bulletin—Carjacking on Calm Sunset 
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The Guilford Ga-

zette is a weekly print 

publication serving  

 
Savage, Kings Contriv-

ance, North Laurel, 

Jessup and Guilford. 

 
Please send your in-

quiries  
or comments to: 

info@GuilfordGazette.

com  

 

To SUBSCRIBE go to: 
GuilfordGazette.com/

Subscribe 

Board of Education Candidates’ Forum 

Saturday, April 21, 2018, 10:00 am—12:00 pm 

Miller Branch Library, 9421 Frederick Rd. Ellicott City 
DESCRIPTION: Come join us for Town Hall meeting 

to ask your questions. We are planning to have all How-

ard of County Board of Education candidates at the fo-

rum. The town hall meeting is part of an ongoing effort 

to allow Community wide participation in guiding the 

future of the School System in Howard County. 

 

Equity and Excellence 

Tuesday, April 24, 2018, 6:30pm—8:30 pm 
Thomas Viaduct Middle School, 7000 Banbury Dr, 

Hanover | DESCRIPTION: Let's learn about educa-

tional equity! Thomas Viaduct Middle School PTSA 

presents Equity and Excellence, Helping Every Child 

Succeed | Meeting in Cafeteria |  Join TVMS Leader-

ship, HCPSS representatives, and community partners 

for an informational and interactive discussion on Edu-

cational Equity. | Special Guests: Kevin Gilbert, James 

LeMon, John Krownapple, and more!  

 

Ridgely’s Run Spring Spring Event 

Saturday, May 5, 2018, 9:00 am—12:00 pm 

8400 Mission Road, Jessup, MD 
DESCRIPTION: Join our community in welcoming 

Spring! We are hosting a combination Vendor, Craft and 

Yard Sale at the Community Center. Spots are $15 each. 

Held Rain or Shine. Contact Ms. Bessie at 443-280-

1935 to reserve your spot.  

 

Annual Spring Yard Sale 
Sat, Apr 28 to Sun, Apr 29, 2018 from 11:00am - 

5:00pm @ Green Valley Marketplace, 7280 Montgom-

ery Road, Elkridge | DESCRIPTION: ATTENTION 

ELKRIDGE COMMUNITY: Join us at our Annual 

Spring Yard Sale on Saturday, April 28th from 7am-

1pm. Reserve your Spot On The Lot at Customer Ser-

vice for only $10! | On April 28th and April 29th from 

11am-5pm,  cooking up our famous pit beef sandwiches, 

ribs and gourmet burgers for your purchase. Hanging 

baskets, mulch and bird seed will also be available 

throughout the weekend along with $1 snowballs 

(proceeds going to Cross Life Church in Elkridge). 

Laurel, 20723: 9700 block 

of Mountain Laurel Way, 

Apr. 10 10:52 a.m. 

2007 Chrysler Sebring 

 

TUE, APR 10, 2018 

 

Carjacking 

Columbia, 21046: 7200 

block of Calm Sunset, Apr. 

9 12:58 p.m. 

 An adult female victim 

reported that she was driv-

ing out of a parking spot 

when two male suspects 

approached the vehicle. 

 The suspects removed the 

victim from the vehicle and 

fled in the vehicle. Police 

responded, located the sus-

pects and arrested them. 

No one was injured. 

ARRESTED: Malik Miller, 

20, of Calm Sunset in Co-

lumbia, and a 15-year-old 

male juvenile of Columbia, 

charged with carjacking, 

assault, and motor vehicle 

theft 

 

Residential burglary 

Laurel, 20723: 9200 block 

of Livery Lane, Apr. 9 

12:35 p.m. 

Police responded for a re-

port of two suspects in a 

vacant residence without 

permission who fled when 

confronted. Nothing was 

reported stolen. The inves-

tigation is ongoing. 

Weapon violation 

Laurel, 20723: Old Scaggs-

ville Road & High Ridge 

Road, Apr. 10 1:56-2:30 

a.m. 

 A witness reported seeing 

a passenger in a vehicle 

fire a gun up into the air. 

Police responded and lo-

cated several shell casings 

in the area. No one was 

injured. The investigation 

is ongoing. 

 

Theft from vehicle/

vehicle break-in 
Jessup, 20794: 7900 block 

of Old Jessup Road, Apr. 9 

9:43 a.m., unclear if any-

thing was stolen 

Laurel, 20723: 9500 block 

of Queens Guard Court, 

Apr. 9 8:08 p.m., various 

items 

 

 

(CRIME Cont’d from page 7) 
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New Information 

 
 Career  Guidance/Mentor ing 

Roundtable, sponsored by the Rotary 

Club of Howard West: On Saturday, 

April 14 from 1 pm – 6pm, a round-

table will be available for students to 

attend at Howard Community Col-

lege, Duncan Hall, Kittleman Room.  

 Local businessmen and women 

will be available to discuss how to 

write resumes, interview skills, and 

various career paths including medi-

cine, engineering, education, fitness, 

marketing, media sales, IT systems, 

Nursing, Construction, Psychology 

and more! 

 

College 101 – Making the Transi-

tion from High School to College 

for Students with  IEPS and 504S 

 
Wednesday, May 2, 2018 7:00-

9:00pm 

Howard Community College 

Duncan Hall, Room 100 
Do you have a high school student 

with an IEP or 504 heading to col-

lege, or planning college for the fu-

ture? Bring your student and join us 

for this informative evening that will 

prepare you both for navigating the 

new world of college. It‘s never too 

early to start planning! Topics in-

clude: 
-Accommodations and supports pro-

vided in a college setting 

-Advocating for yourself 
-Exploring technology to support 

academic success, including tools to 

for organization and note taking 
 Sponsored by Howard Community 

College Project Access and HCPSS 

Family Support & Resource Center. 

Registration is appreciated but not 

required, please call 410 313-7161. 

 

Coleman Worldwide Moving Sum-

mer Intern Scholarship Program 

 
 Coleman Worldwide Moving 

proudly supports post-secondary 

education in our communities and 

will offer the following scholarship 

program to qualifying summer in-

terns to assist them with tuition in 

the coming year. 
 • $500 scholarship* towards your 

post-secondary education for the 

first** full summer internship 
 • $750 scholarship* towards your 

post-secondary education for the sec-

ond** full summer internship 
 • $1,000 scholarship* towards your 

post-secondary education for the 

third** or more full summer intern-

ship Requirements: 

 
1. Must be a summer, seasonal asso-

ciate employed as a helper, packer, 

driver, warehouseman, or other Ser-

vice Center operational, non-

management position. 
 2. Completion and submission by 

the deadline of the Summer Intern 

Scholarship Application. 
 3. Must provide proof of enrollment 

in a post-secondary (education after 

high school) institution beginning 

after the completion of your summer 

internship, but prior to 12/31 of the 

year of your summer internship. 
 4. Must work full-time or be avail-

able to work full-time and respond to 

all work requests between May 1 and 

August 31 (accommodations will be 

made for ending and beginning dates 

of school later in May or earlier in 

August with proof of such dates pro-

vided, but accommodations will not 

be made for summer school). 5. Su-

pervisor acknowledgment of good 

work performance and attendance.  

 Disciplinary actions may disqualify 

applicants.  Questions regarding the 

Summer Intern Scholarship Program 

may be directed to Coleman World-

wide Moving Human Resources de-

partment at 334-983-6500. 

 

Maryland Leadership Workshops 

- MLW 

 
 Develop critical leadership and 

decision – making skills. Learn how 

to make a difference in the world and 

your community. Prepare for college 

or career and have fun while doing 

it. 
 For middle school and high school 

students. 
 Visit www.mlw.org or call Anita 

Durall Anderson at 301-444-8623 

for more information and application 

instructions. 

 

NYU Summer Programs for High 

School Students; July 1-August 11, 

2018 

 
Get a taste of college life by taking 

courses in New York City. Apply for 

scholarships by April 1, 2018 

Nyu.edu/precollege 

(SCHOLARSHIPSCont’d on page 15) 
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Living 

by Ricardo Whitaker 

Guilford Gazette 

 
 The year was 2016 when I first saw 

Chris Miller, 16, on stage at 

Hammond High School. It was a 

typical assignment to cover one of 

the seasonal dance performances at 

the auditorium. The performances by 

the students were quite good, as 

usual, but Chris was the standout. He 

was one of a very small number of 

males surrounded by an ocean of 

young women. 
 Fast forward to 2018 and Chris is 

still practicing his craft. He is a jun-

ior now and the only male in the 

Hammond Dance Company. 
 He aspires to found his own dance 

company one day, but not before 

completing college and hopefully 

dancing for the Alvin Ailey Dance 

Company. In a recent interview with 

the Guilford Gazette, Chris revealed 

a solid plan for moving forward. 
 This summer he will be in Rock-

ville studying with the Dance Studio 

of Harlem through their local Balti-

more affiliate, City Dance. He will be 

with the group for two weeks at the 

end of June and then off to Los An-

geles, the city of his birth, to study at 

the Debbie Allen Dance Company in 

July. 
 If Chris could take advantage of all 

of his opportunities he would also be 

at the Joffrey Ballet in Texas, but 

alas, the schedules conflict. Money 

for these opportunities is not much of 

an issue. Chris received a full Merritt 

Scholarship for Dance Studio of Har-

lem and a partial scholarship for the 

Debbie Allen Dance Company. 
 When Chris dances, he communi-

cates his personal approach and seri-

ous commitment to fluid, rhythmical 

movement, whether he performs 

modern dance, ballet, or hip hop. 

 There are no stylistic bounds for 

this self-described perfectionist. 
 When asked the question, ―Who is 

Chris?‖ he replied, ―He is an ener-

getic, kind-hearted [person] -- hard 

on himself and tends to be a perfec-

tionist.‖ 
 The perfectionism drives him to 

practice more than most dancers and 

to push himself beyond normal lim-

its, but he instinctively understands 

his shortcomings. He does not im-

press as haughty or high-minded.   

 

(DANCER Continued on page 15) 

Hammond High Student Truly “Magnificent Dancer” 

Hammond High School student, Chris Miller, effortlessly springing above the bar at the school’s dance studio (Photo courtesy 

Hammond High School)  

Thursday, April 19, 2018 Page 12 Guilford Gazette 
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Solution to last week’s puzzle 

Comics / Puzzles 
Across 

1. Legal eagle org. 

4. Small amount 

7. Dance steps 

10. Name 

11. Babies' food collectors 

12. Scarf material 

13. "___ Robinson" - song 

from "The Graduate" 

14. Celtic language 

15. "Coyote ___" movie 

16. Concept of self 

17. Much 

18. Pager alarm 

19. Negative alternative 

20. Slippery road hazard 

21. Lady Macbeth, e.g. 

22. Protest 

24. Get in shape 

25. Piano keys 

27. British general in  

America 

29. Con 

32. Youths 

33. Mushroom 

34. Helpful connections 

36. Poet Pound 

37. Wear down 

38. Horror writer 

39. Catty remark 

40. Bowlers 

41. Sports contest 

42. Oriental belts 

43. "I'm working ___!" (2 

words) 

44. Formerly 

45. "___ a chance" 

46. George Washington's 

dream 

47. Biblically yours 

 

Down 

1. Billboard designers 

2. Porridge made of rolled 

oats 

3. Soak up 

4. African wind 

5. They deliver babies 

6. Puts to work 

7. Bird common in cities 

8. Cause of hereditary 

variation 

9. Internet phone company 

11. Have faith in 

12. Secretly (2 words) 

23. Puzzles 

24. A ____ in a teapot 

26. Inactivity 

27. Park feature 

28. Clever 

30. Game with a piece of 

wood 

31. "___ already!" 

32. Goes with iced tea 

35. Former Indian soldier 

37. Holier-than-__ 
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Columbia’s Best Deli 

6490 Dobbin Rd, Columbia  

Kings Contrivance Cleaners 

8640 Guilford Road, Columbia 

Glamour Salon 8640 Guilford 

Road, Columbia 

5 Mile Pawn 

8610 Washington Blvd,  Jessup  

Huntington Deli & Market 

7635 Murray Hill Rd, Columbia 

Love Cleaners 

7635 Murray Hill Rd., Columbia 

2Go Convenience & Deli 

9016 Washington Blvd N, Savage 

Savage Laundry 

9002 Baltimore St., Savage 

7 Star Food Mart 

9002 Baltimore St.., Savage 

Master Barber 

8640 Guilford Road, Columbia 

Rochelle’s Le’Hair Savor 

7272 Cradlerock Way 

Put Your Location Here 

301-792-1843 
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Page 15 Guilford Gazette 

 Still speaking in the third person 

(because of how the question was 

phrased), Chris goes on to say that 

―He comes to the realization that he 

has flaws and has that burden to 

carry it [the flaws] with him through-

out eternity.‖ 
 The combination of skill and hu-

mility did not occur overnight. Chris 

related, ―This is what I was born to 

do.‖ He said that his mother, 

Monique Miller, told him that he 

danced as a toddler. 
 Chris grew up watching Thomas 

the Tank Engine. During the show ―I 

made up my own choreography and I 

would do back flips around three 

years old,‖ he said.  Speaking of his 

mother, ―She always knew that God 

gave me this gift [to use] to inspire 

other people.‖ 
 Chris continued to be inspired by 

dance, so once he and Mom moved 

to Maryland she enrolled him in hip 

hop classes at Studio A in Randalls-

town. He was five years old in a 

class where other kids were between 

six and eight. He remembers that he 

had ―amazing musicality, able to 

easily absorb, getting more correc-

tion, getting advice, technical as-

pect.‖ 
 ―Even the older kids would come 

to me for advice. Choreography 

came easy to me.‖ 
 With modesty intact, Chris said of 

that time, ―I didn‘t know much about 

dance so I would see friends doing it 

and thought I would give it a shot.‖ 
 Regarding the Hammond Dance 

Company, Chris said, ―I always want 

to be supportive of [other dancers] 

and make everyone feel welcome; 

and I want to be sure that everything 

correlates.‖ 
 The head of the Hammond Dance 

De par t me n t ,  Br oo ke  Kuh l -

McClelland, said of Chris, ―He‘s 

intrinsically competitive, but it 

comes from within; not trying to be 

the shining star for others. He‘s very 

humble.‖ She referred to Chris as ―a 

magnificent dancer‖ who is also ―a 

kind soul and passionate about what 

he is doing.‖ 
 Chris began his formal training, 

beginning at age 12 at DeVe‘s Chris-

tian School of Performing Arts. The 

school met at Slayton House in 

Wilde Lake. There he learned ballet, 

jazz, hip hop, and contemporary 

styles of dance. He also studied at B. 

Funk Dance Studio in Ellicott City. 
 Chris was born in Los Angeles, but 

his formative years were spent right 

here in Columbia. He lived in 

Catonsville for a short while, later 

moving to Howard County where he 

attended Atholton Elementary begin-

ning in first grade, and attended both 

Hammond Middle and Patuxent Val-

ley Middle, due to redistricting. He 

currently lives in Kings Contrivance 

with his mother and younger brother. 
 Regarding his time at Hammond 

High, he said, ―I love Hammond. 

 Being here for three years, I 

learned so much about myself and 

adolescence and making friends.  It‘s 

amazing what you learn in one to 

four years – learning who you are 

and your place in this world.‖ 
 Kuhl-McClelland said, ―He knows 

where he‘s going and sets his mind 

to things and accomplishes them.‖ 
 Chris tries to remain centered. He 

said, ―It‘s been a journey. I try to 

remain humble. The reason I am in 

this position is because of God. I 

honestly thank Him for everything 

He has done for me in my life.‖ 
 Chris will perform with the 

Hammond Dance Company in its 

Spring Dance on May 17 through 19 

at 7:00 pm. 
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Ongoing Information 

 
The Zonta Club of Howard County 

is a non-profit organization focused 

on the advancement of women 

through service and advocacy. We 

offer an environment where women 

of diverse professions, ages and 

backgrounds can join in member-

ship, fundraising and hands-on ser-

vice projects. We welcome women 

and men with a vision of service to 

education and empowering women 

and girls locally and worldwide. 

Karen Delgado Jarvis, President, 

Zonta Club of Howard County  

kdjarvis03@gmail.com |zonta.org 
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